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Dear NVR members,  

 

We’re happy to report that the first quarter of 2019 saw a great deal of activity, 

including many events and a wonderful edition of our magazine Ruimtevaart. 

 

Let’s reflect on the events of the past few months, and note some additional 

important points.  

Event report 
As you will have seen in our last newsletter, we welcomed the start of a new 

year with an extremely popular visit to the Leidse Instrumentenmakers School 

in Leiden. More than 25 members joined the presentation and tour of the 

facilities. The programme also featured the opportunity to attend a glass 

blowing workshop, which was very well received. 

 

2019’s first movie night took place at Leiden’s IIASL on 6 February. ‘Mission 

Control: The Unsung Heroes of Apollo’ was shown to more than 75 NVR 

members and Leiden University students. A certifiable success! 
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Around 30 members joined the Hyperion Technologies, Dawn Aerospace and 

Hiber corporate visit on 20 February. We reached the maximum number of 

registrations within 24 hours of the announcement, which sent us a nice, clear 

message! Clearly, these kinds of events are appreciated by you, the 

members, so we will make an effort to plan more of them into the programme 

moving forward. 

 

On 29 March, we organised a fascinating evening of lectures on 

BepiColombo at HE Space. This was also a popular topic, judging by the 

attendance. Speakers Edoardo Giana and Mario Basile did a great job 

presenting the mission to the 50-strong group. 

 

12 April marked the 58th anniversary of the first man in space: Yuri Gagarin. 

Yuri’s Night is celebrated around the world in many different ways, and this 

year our participation involved selling tickets to the film ‘Anaria’ at the Eye 

cinema in Amsterdam. The overall event was organised by the Imagine Film 

Festival. This year also saw ex-Board member Erik Laan speak about ‘Mission 

to Mars’. Almost 20 members purchased a ticket to attend the movie and 

Erik’s lecture. 

 

The special event to present Tanja Masson-Zwaan with her NVR honorary 

Board membership took place on 16 April. Member of Honour Bart Reijnen 

gave the keynote speech. The evening also saw presentations on ‘The Role 

and Relevance of the The Hague International Space Resources Governance 

Working Group’, which Tanja is part of. More than 75 members helped make 

this a very enjoyable, successful gathering. 

 

Interested in what’s coming up? Make sure to visit our website, which is where 

we announce upcoming events and programmes.  

 

We would like to draw your attention particularly to this year’s General 

Assembly, which will take place on Monday 24 June at the Galileo Reference 

Centre (GRC) in Noordwijk. Stand by for further details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BepiColombo event 

 

 
“I am proud to be the 1st 

woman and 1st lawyer of 

the NVR members of 

honour” 

Invoices 

Please note that the invoice for your membership fee should have reached 

you on Tuesday 2 April. Can’t find yours in your inbox? Check your spam folder 

or get in touch with our secretariat.  

If you would like to pay your fee via direct debit from now on, that’s easily 

done! Click here to download the form. 

First aiders wanted 

The Board is considering setting up a pool of first aid-qualified members to 

attend our events on a rota. Are you certified to perform first aid, and would 

like to help out? Get in touch with our secretariat. 

https://www.ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/wp-content/uploads/Formulier-machtiging-automatische-incasso.pdf
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NVR Space Award 

We are pleased to announce that the call for 2019 NVR Space Award 

nominations has officially been opened. Do you know an individual or 

organisation that can claim extraordinary achievements within the Dutch 

space sector? The first Award went to Wim Jongkind in 2015. The second was 

presented to Huib Visser in December 2017. We’d like to encourage to you 

send in your nominations for this year’s prize by 30 June. You can send your 

nominations to our secretariat, accompanied with a short rationale for your 

submission. The Board will choose the winner and organise a special award 

ceremony. 

 

IAC again in The Netherlands? 

The Netherlands has hosted the annual International Astronautical 

Conference (IAC) three times in earlier years (1958, 1974 and 1999).  

 

The NSO (Netherlands Space Office) has now requested a feasibility study 

to be performed on the possible organisation of an IAC in The Netherlands. 

Last year the host was Bremen (Germany) and over 6500 delegates 

participated to this largest worldwide space conference during a full week. 

 

The venues for the next three editions have already been decided i.e. 

Washington (2019), Dubai (2020) and Paris (2021). The selection for 2022 is 

presently ongoing with four candidates remaining (Singapore, India, 

Azerbedzjian and Brazil); the decision will be made in October 2019 in 

Washington. 

 

The current feasibility study looks at the possibilities to organise such a top 

level event in the Netherlands, either in 2023 or 2024. In order for NSO to 

make a well informed decision, the following topics are reviewed: 

- Views expressed by the NL space sector 

- Venue options 

- Financial aspects 

- Organisational aspects 

- Risk assessment 

NVR would very much welcome such major event to be once more hosted 

in The Netherlands. 

 

Huib Visser being given the 2017 NVR Space 
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