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GOCE launch: 17 March 2009, 15:21
ROCKET = two-stage S5-19 ICBM + Breeze
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Outline

e The mission

« The Earth’s gravity field

« The need for observations from space
* Heritage

e The instruments

» The satellite

« Role of the Netherlands

* First results

ESA - AOES Medialab is credited for providing many of the pictures and
animations
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The mission

- First Earth Core Explorer by the European Space Agency

- Mission objective is to obtain a high-resolution model
of the Earth’s gravity field: 1-2 cm geoid/1 ng @ 100 km
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The Earth’s gravity field
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100 km resolution = 40,000
coefficients
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Geoid = ocean surface at rest
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